The only genus that we were not able to find is Messoria Meunier. This happened because it is known only from one single fossil species and it would be necessary special sampling method to collect it.
Diepyris, Kathepyris, Prosapenesia and Tuberepyris were known only from the continental Africa. The report of these genera from Madagascar emphasizes their Afrotropical distribution.
Alloplastanoxus and Formosiepyris are genera found in Madagascar and recorded for the first time from the Afrotropical region. The former is Palaearctic (Japan) and the latter is Oriental (China, Thailand and India). These data demonstrate that these genera can be found in other zoogeographic regions since there is a large gap between their previous known distribution and Madagascar.
Bethylus was recorded for the first time from the Afrotropical region by Azevedo and Guimarães (2006) in their recent study on Yemenian Bethylidae. It is previously known from northern hemisphere. This constitutes the first record from the southern hemisphere.
Apenesia, Cephalonomia, Dissomphalus, Epyris, Glenosema, Goniozus, Holepyris, Parascleroderma, Prorops, Pseudisobrachium, Rhabdepyris and Sclerodermus are cosmopolitan. The occurrence of these genera in Madagascar emphasizes their wide distribution.
Dissomphalus, Holepyris, Epyris, Kathepyris and Apenesia were found in large series of specimens, representing more then 88 % of all the material reported in this work. Out of this total, 39 % is Dissomphalus, which is the most abundant genus in Madagascar. That is explained by the fact that Madagascar is considerably covered by moistened areas (rainforest and moist montane forest) and, as proposed by Azevedo and Helmer (1999) and Mugrabi et al. (2008) , this genus has great representation in humid environments.
Tuberepyris is a monotypic genus from Tanzania recently described by Lanes and Azevedo (2008) . Its specimens here recognized probably represent a new species and emphasize the connection between Madagascar and East Africa.
The large number of new generic records as presented
Mugrabi and Azevedo | Insecta, Hymenoptera, Bethylidae: Range extension and filling gaps in Madagascar here is due to the fact that the fauna from Madagascar has been poorly sampled, therefore there is few works that makes reports on bethylids for this region. The large number of new generic records as presented here is due to the fact that the fauna from Madagascar has been poorly sampled, therefore there is few works that makes reports on bethylids for this region.
The fact that 27 genera of Bethylidae were found in one project, and 18 of them were first records from Madagascar demonstrates the large gap of knowledge of this family of parasitic wasps in this country and the necessity of more samplings. As pointed out by Azevedo (2006) for the Australian fauna, this conclusion can certainly be extended to other areas of the planet.
Finally, Madagascar fauna of Bethylidae is rich in terms of number of genera. For example, there are 19 genera recorded from Australia (Azevedo 2006), an island much larger than Madagascar with more diverse kinds of ecosystems. So our data emphasize Madagascar as a megadiverse country.
